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ZAKIR HUSSAIN

Fellowship of Sangeet Natak Akademi

Born on 9 March 1951 at Bombay in
Maharashtra, Shri Zakir Hussain
received his training in Tabla from his
father Ustad Alla Rakha Qureshi of the
Punjab gharana. Shri Zakir Hussain has
accompanied most of the leading
musicians and dancers of the country.
He has also been acclaimed as an
outstanding soloist. Through his duets
with other eminent players of the Tabla,
Mridangam, and other percussion
instruments in India and overseas, he
has added a new dimension to Indian
instrumental music.

Shri Zakir Hussain has performed widely
and taught Tabla at various universities
and cultural institutions in the United
States and worked as visiting Professor
in many other countries. He has trained
many students in India and abroad. Shri
Zakir Hussain has been documented in
many prestigious publications such as
Zakir Hussain: A Life in Music by
Nasreen Munni Kabir. He has

conducted many tabla workshops and
seminars around the world. Shri
Hussain has been associated with many
prestigious cultural institutions such as
Board Member of NCPA, Mumbai, and
SFJazz, San Francisco. He has a large
number of recordings to his credit.

For his excellence in the field of Tabla,
Shri Zakir Hussain has received
numerous titles and awards. These
include the Padma Shri in 1988; the
Sangeet Natak Akademi Award in 1991;
the National Heritage Fellowship in
1999; the Isadora Duncan Dance
Awards in 1998-99 and 2010-11; the
Padma Bhushan in 2002; the Kalidas
Samman in 2005-06; the Grammy in
2009; and the Lifetime Achievement
Award conferred by SFJazz Center in
2017

Shri Zakir Hussain is elected Fellow of
Sangeet Natak Akademi for his
contribution to Indian music.
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